
 
 

“Young, Scrappy, and Hungry: A Panel of Young Publishing Professionals”  

by Brent Taylor and Patrice Caldwell; moderated by Kody Keplinger (Panel) 

As a young aspiring author, the publishing process can be a little confusing (and a lot daunting). These 

three young publishing professionals—a literary agent, an associate editor, and an author—will answer 

all your burning questions about how to go from unedited rough draft to bestselling book. 

 

“Why Try?” by Kody Keplinger (Keynote Address) 

From small, rural town to New York Times bestseller; the presentation will cover how a kid who hated 

reading eventually became both a book lover and a writer.  The presentation will touch on finding a love 

of reading, learning to create through fanfiction, and the process of selling a first book. And why, 

always, it’s worthwhile to try. 

 

“How to Hook an Agent” by Annie Sullivan (Workshop) 

In today’s fast-paced world, you’ve only got seconds to get an agent invested in your work. A strong 

query letter and a great opening line have to work together to get agents to keep reading. In this 

workshop, you’ll look at what makes for a strong query letter before delving into the first impression 

opening lines give off. 

 

“Getting Frazzled: A Study in the Creative Process of Figuring Things Out” 

by Booki Vivat (Workshop) 

Frazzled may have started with a doodle and an idea, but its path to becoming a book was full of 

unexpected twists and uncertainty. This presentation will explore everything from the importance of 

visual literacy to the power of letting yourself create… not to mention the fact that, let’s face it, being 

frazzled is part of the process! 

 

“Ask Us Anything” by Kody Keplinger, Booki Vivat, and Annie Sullivan;  

moderated by Julia Byers (Panel) 
Ask the Ch1Con speakers all your burning questions. Want to know their tips for querying? How to find time 

to write during the school year? Who their OTPs are? Nothing’s too out there. 

 


